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become customary to use finer counts than of old, and these
wear out sooner than the thicker counts, as is only to be
expected. Support is lent to this contention by the fact
that the prices of many classes of elastic webbing have been
reduced in late years. Quite a different way of accounting
for the occurrence of inferior webbing might possibly be
suggested by the old-established English firms. It is only
guess-work on the author's part, but it is conceivable that
they put it down to the introduction of foreign-made thread
into the weaving factories of the Midlands, a development
of recent years which is not looked upon altogether with
complacency in Lancashire.
A new use for elastic thread arose a year or two ago in
connection with the rubber-cored golf ball, and considerable
quantities were sold for this purpose. In the latest practice,
however, this thread has been substituted by elastic ribbon
or tape similar to that used by electricians, except that it
is vulcanized. It is made from spread or rolled sheet
vulcanized and cut on lathes to about three-eighth inch
width. Judging by the rapid progress of events in the golf-
ball world of late years, this last item of intelligence may be
obsolete before this volume is published, but even if this
proves the fact, a reference to what is not generally known
is justifiable on the score of interest.
All users of elastic thread are familiar with the hard, brittle
nature of that which is worn out by oxidation. No doubt the
constant changes of temperature, slight though they may be,
which the rubber experiences, both in the ordinary process of
stretching and In the contact with the human body, tend
to shorten its life. As regards the weaving process, at
one time there used to occur wholesale cases of premature